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CONFIDENTIAL LUANDA 1381 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF EAID EAO 

SUBJECT: EXPEDITED REFUGEE EVACUATION FROM NOVA LISBOA 
DEPT FOR DISASTER RELIEF COORDINATOR 
FOLLWOING MESSAGE IS FROM NOVA LISBOA 

1. QUOTE: PRIOR TO MY SEPT 17 DEPARTURE FROM NOVA LISBOA FOR 
COORDINATION VISIT WITH CONSUL GENERAL, LUANDA, I CALLED ON LTC, 

RAMOS TO DISCUSS LOCAL CONSIDERATION FACTORED INTO DECISION TO 
EXPEDITE EVACUATION FROM NOVA LISBOA. RAMOS SAID HIS PRIMARY CONCERN 
AND PRIMARY REASON FOR PUSHING FOR EXPEDITED EVACUATION WAS 
POSSIBILITY THAT NOVA LISBOA MIGHT BECOME SECENE OF MPLA/UNITA- 
FNLA BATTLE. HE CONCEDED THAT HE LACKED GOOD INTELLIGENCE ON 
OUTCOME OF VARIOUS CURRENT AND RECENT UNITA AND MPLA BATTLES. 
NEVERTHELESS, HE HAD REASON TO BELIEVE THAT MPLA HAD ADVANCED 
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NOVA LISBOA HIGHWAY. HE, THEREFORE, JUDGED IT POSSIBLE THAT MPLA 
MIGHT REACH NOVA LISBOA WITHIN NEXT MONTH, OR SO. RAMOS FELT THAT 
CURRENT AND PROJECTED PORTUGESE ARMY DRAWDOWN WOULD LEAVE 
HIM WITHOUT SUFFICIENT MILITARY STRENGTH TO PROVIDE SECURITY 
FOR AIRLIFT OPERATION IF MPLA AND UNITA WERE TO CLASH IN NOVA 
LISBOA. IN ADDITION, HE SAID, MORALE AND DISCIPLINE OF HIS TROOPS 
IS DETERIORATINGAS THEIR ANXIETY TO LEAVE ANGOLA INCREASES. 

TOTAL MILITARY PHASE-OUT FROM CENTRAL ZONE HAB BEEN PUSHED BACK 
TO OCTOBER 14 FROM SEPTEMBER 30, AND HE THOUGHT TROOPS WOULD 
NOT EASILY ACCEPT ANOTHER POSTPONEMENT OF DEPARTURE. 

2. AT SAME TIME RAMOS EXPRESSED GREAT SKEPTICISM THAT 
EXPEDITED EVACUATION WOULD TAKE PLACEAS PLANNED. HE DOUBTED 
THAT SUFFICIENT AIRCRAFT WOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO MOVE ALL 
EVACUEES IN SPACE OF THREE WEEKS, IN ANY EVENT HE EXPECTED CHAOS TO 
PREVAIL DURING FINAL WEEK OF AIRLIFT AS LOCAL COMMITTEES DISBAND 
AND TAP PERSONNEL AND OTHERS INVOLVED IN REFUGEE PROCESSING 
ALSO PREPARE TO LEAVE. I TOLD RAMOS THAT GEORGE BEAUCHAMP HAD 
RECOMMENDED THAT THE ARMY PREPARE TO 

ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROCESSING OF FINAL REFUGEES. HE DID 
NOT KNOW HOW HE COULD REORGANIZE FOR SUCH AN EFFORT BUT AGREED 
TO STUDY THAT POSSIBILITY. KILDAY. UNQUOTE 
KIT J. OR AN 
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